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been attracted to the work by the statement on
the wrapper. " The book contains, among much
other new material, the authentic life-story of
the famous Crock." They may also, if they
expected a book of cheerful gossip, knit their
brows rather over Mr. Disher's researches into
the early harlequinades and his disquisitions on
the Commedia dell' arte. Nevertheless, if they
stick to it, they will find what they want.

Seldom have I seen a book containing such
variegated material. Mr. Disher quotes with
equal nonchalance Plato and Mr. H. G. Hibbert,
the philosophers of Academe and the raconteurs
of the Referee. Parts of his book might have
been written by a don at Oxford or Cambridge,
and parts by the reminiscent correspondent of
an evening journal. He takes his time over it,
but he does come at last from " Arlequin Mercure
Galant" and " Ulisse and Circe" to Joseph
Grimaldi; and from him to " Gus " Harris and
Dan Leno ; and from them to Arthur Roberts,
George Graves, the Griffiths Brothersrry, Ha
Weldon, and the promised, and undoubtedly
fascinating, biography of Crock. On one page
you will find a photograph of Mr. Charles Spencer
Chaplin, in his tight coat and loose trousers, small
hat and large boots ; on the next you are brought
back with a jerk to Italian origins, to Scaramouche
and the Goya-like drawings of Callot, all too much
like those other drawings of The Miseries of War.
As a work of reference the book will be invalu-
able ; every important phase, aspect, and per-
sonality is well covered; and there is a great
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